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Microsoft Analyzes Exploited Vulnerabilities and Their Common Patterns

Microsoft's analysis of over 383,000 disclosed vulnerabilities shows that only about 2,000 are exploited in the wild, with remote code execution and privilege escalation being the most common. Patching is slow, especially on critical systems, and defenders must prioritize based on impact and exposure.

Key points


	Only about 0.5% of disclosed vulnerabilities are linked to real-world exploitation.

	Exploited vulnerabilities are concentrated in takeover classes like remote code execution and privilege escalation.

	Patching critical systems like servers and network appliances can take weeks or months.

	AI is accelerating exploit development, reducing the time between vulnerability disclosure and exploitation.

	Defenders should prioritize vulnerabilities with high impact and exposure, such as those enabling system takeover.

	Microsoft tools like Defender External Attack Surface Management and Vulnerability Management help prioritize and mitigate risks.



Why it matters

Software engineers must understand which vulnerabilities are most likely to be exploited to prioritize patching and protection. The data highlights the need to focus on remote code execution and privilege escalation flaws, which are the most impactful and commonly exploited.

Counterpoint

The analysis is based on Microsoft's own vulnerability data, which may not be fully representative of the broader software ecosystem.

Sources


	What exploited vulnerabilities have in common: A data-driven analysis of real-world attacks (Microsoft Security Blog)



This summary was written by a language model and may contain errors. Read the original for the full story.
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